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Tips and trends for homeowners, buyers and sellers
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Babyproofing Checklist

nsuring your home is safe for a
growing baby requires careful
preparation. Use this checklist

to babyproof your home effectively:

Cover Electrical Outlets: Use
outlet covers to prevent

and cabinets to walls to prevent
them from tipping over.

Soften Sharp Edges: Cover
corners of coffee tables,
desks and counters with cush-
Secure Heavy Furniture: ioned edge protectors.
Anchor bookshelves, TVs,
Secure Windows and Doors:
Install locks or window
guards to prevent falls and keep
Install Baby Gates: Place gates doors to unsafe rooms closed.

at the top and bottom of stairs

curious hands from exploring and block off Check for Choking Hazards:
dangerous sockets. restricted Keep small items like coins,
areas like buttons or beads out of reach.
9 the kitchen. Inspect toys for loose parts.
—_— Lock Cabinets and Drawers: Regularly reassess your home as
b Use childproof locks for your baby grows and becomes more

The Dos and Don’ts of Ceiling Repair

Repairing a ceiling can improve the look and safety
of your home, but it's important to approach the
task with care. Here are essential dos and don'ts:

Dos:

* Inspect the Damage Thoroughly: Identify the cause
of the problem, such as water leaks or structural
damage, before beginning repairs. Address the root
issue to prevent future damage.

* Use the Right Tools: Gather the necessary materials,
including drywall tape, patching compound and a putty
knife, for effective repairs.

* Prep the Area: Clear the work space below the
ceiling, lay down a drop cloth and ensure proper
lighting before starting.

* Prime and Paint: After patching, sand the area
smooth, apply primer and repaint to match the
rest of the ceiling seamlessly.

cabinets and drawers that contain
sharp objects, cleaning supplies
or medicines.

mobile. A safe home allows your
baby to explore and thrive while
giving you peace of mind.

Don’ts:

* Ignore the Underlying Issue: Simply patching
over damage caused by leaks or structural issues
won'’t solve the problem. Fix the source first.

* Overload the Ceiling: Avoid using heavy mate-
rials that could stress the structure or cause
further damage.

* Rush the Process: Allow sufficient drying
time for patches and paint to ensure a durable,
polished finish.

When in doubt, consult a professional to handle
complex repairs safely and effectively. Taking the
right steps ensures your ceiling is both functional
and aesthetically pleasing.
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hot tub can trans-

form your home into Relaxation and Wellness: Hot tubs offer therapeutic benefits, including
stress relief, improved circulation and muscle relaxation. They can help
alleviate joint pain and provide a space to unwind after a long day.

Entertainment: Ideal for hosting guests or creating quality family time,
a hot tub can enhance social gatherings and provide year-round enjoyment.
Increased Home Appeal: A well-maintained hot tub adds a touch of luxury
to your property, potentially increasing its value and appeal to buyers.

nt to evaluate
nd drawbacks

High Initial Costs: The purchase price and professional installation can be
expensive, often requiring additional upgrades like decking or electrical work.
Ongoing Maintenance: Regular cleaning, water treatment and filter replace-
ments are necessary to maintain hygiene and keep the system running
efficiently.

Energy Costs: Hot tubs can significantly increase utility bills, espe-

cially in colder climates where the heater needs to work harder to

maintain an ideal temperature.

Space Requirements: Hot tubs require sufficient outdoor space and

proper installation to ensure safety and functionality.

Before investing, consider your budget, lifestyle and how often you'll use the
hot tub. Proper planning ensures it becomes a valuable addition rather than a
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y burden.

Buying or selling a home can seem like an overwhelming task. A Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) can make the process
easier—and more profitable. A CRS, with years of experience and success, will help you make smart decisions in a fast-paced,
\ complex and competitive marketplace.

\ To earn the CRS Designation, residential real estate specialists must demonstrate outstanding professional achievements—
including high-volume sales—and pursue advanced training in areas such as finance, marketing and technology. Contact your
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